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Summary 



In late 2007, the Department of Defense (DOD) launched a major procurement 
initiative to replace most uparmored High Mobility, Multi- Wheeled Vehicles 
(HMMWVs) in Iraq with Mine-Resistant, Ambush-Protected (MRAP) vehicles by 
FY2009. MRAPs have been described as providing significantly more protection 
against Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) than uparmored HMMWVs. DOD's 
decision not to procure MRAP IIs, MRAP logistical and readiness concerns, and MRAP 
rollover accidents could be potential policy issues for congressional consideration. This 
report will be updated. 



Background 

MRAPs are a family of vehicles produced by a variety of domestic and international 
companies that generally incorporate a “V”-shaped hull and armor plating designed to 
provide protection against mines and improvised explosive devices (IEDs). DOD is 
procuring three types of MRAPs . 1 These include Category I vehicles, capable of carrying 
up to 7 personnel and intended for urban operations; Category II vehicles, capable of 
carrying up to 11 personnel and intended for a variety of missions such as supporting 
security, convoy escort, troop or cargo transport, medical, explosive ordnance disposal, 
or combat engineer operations; and Category El vehicles, intended to be used primarily 
to clear mines and IEDs, which are capable of carrying up to 13 personnel. The Army and 
Marines first employed MRAPs in limited numbers in Iraq and Afghanistan in 2003, 
primarily for route clearance and explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) operations. These 
route clearance MRAPs quickly gained a reputation for providing superior protection for 
their crews, and some suggested that MRAPs might be a better alternative for transporting 
troops in combat than uparmored HMMWVs. 



1 U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) Report, Subject: Rapid Acquisition of Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected Vehicles, July 15, 2008. 
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